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FLY to Las Vegas and stay three nights room
only at the 3H Excalibur Hotel and Casino
from just £387. Travel Republic has this price

leaving Glasgow, on May 22. 
Or a week half board at the 3H Topaz Hotel in St

Paul’s Bay, Malta from £312pp leaving Prestwick on 
May 25. They also have a seven night stay, full board, 
at the 3H Servigroup Torre Dorada Hotel in Benidorm 
leaving Prestwick on June 8 for £370pp. 

Also available is Abu Dhabi for a five nights at the 
5H La Maison Blanche Résidence Hôtel from £411pp 
B&B leaving Inverness(via Amsterdam) on May 24. 
See travelrepublic.co.uk 

bargain

BUY and fly with low-cost airline Norwegian
Reward eShop where you can earn points for
online shopping with the likes of Tesco, John

Lewis and M&S to use to buy flights.
Part of their Norwegian Reward loyalty programme,

the CashPoints you earn while shopping can be used 
to help part pay — or even pay in full — for flights or 
extras like baggage and seats reservations.

The Reward eShop offers a selection of almost 
1,000 of the UK’s favourite retailers including 
supermarkets, department stores, utility companies
and more. See norwegian.com/uk
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WHY SEATTLE FOR 
ANYTHING LESS?

SEATTLE’S seafront setting and mountain backdrop are the 
perfect starting point for a bucket list Alaskan cruise.

However, the wider state also offers glaciers, mountains, 
volcanoes, and thousands of acres of vineyards.

Virgin Holidays has added a new pre-Alaska cruise experi-
ence on its new direct service between Heathrow and Seattle 
on May 3, staying three nights the Edgewater Hotel – a favour-
ite of the Beatles and the Rolling Stones. You will then board 
the Ruby Princess for a week on an adventure of a lifetime to 
Alaska. See virginholidayscruises.co.uk 

Twin Peaks fans should book the America As You Like Twin
Peaks itinerary to explore Seattle.

You will enjoy a drive out to tour filming sites and stay in 
Salish Lodge, aka The Great Northern Hotel. 

The five night trip to Seattle/ Washington State costs from
£1169pp, including flights Heathrow, car hire, three nights at 
the Hotel Seattle on room only and two nights at the Salish 
Lodge and Spa on room only. See americaasyoulikeit.com

Or take a wine tasting tour in Washington State’s thousands
of acres of vineyards. 

Frontier Travel has a five-night self-drive wine tour featuring
Yakima, Snoqualmie Falls and Prosser, areas that are home to 
many superb wineries where visitors can drop in for tasting. 

Prices from £560pp including car hire from Seattle, five 
nights hotel accommodation on room only basis but not 
flight. See frontier-america.co.uk 

MY hubby and I took a
breaker from the norm
on our annual trip to
Cornwall — and
decided to become
surfer dudes.

We’ve been going to the
UK’s surfing capital for
years but never taken the
plunge.

This time Alistair and myself
were going to become high
rollers on our Newquay
visit...or so we thought!

We zipped up our wetsuits
and were taken through our
paces by instructor Malcolm at
the Blue Surf School.

Malcolm reckoned he could
train anyone to rip it up...until
he met me!

Time after time I fell head
first into the freezing water.

Alistair did rather better and
did ride a few waves — while
kneeling on his board.

Despite our floundering
efforts we had a brilliant time
and will definitely be going
back to boarding school.

But while our surfing efforts
fell flat, our Cornish experi-

ence was just swell. Our first
port of call was the fabulous
St Moritz Hotel.

If seclusion is what you’re
looking for then this is the
place for you. 

Located above Daymer Bay
and overlooking the estuary of
the River Camel, it’s the per-
fect setting to relax and take
in the scenery. There’s even a
Land Rover service to ferry

you between Rock and Pol-
zeath. Our stunning ground
floor garden suite with adjoin-
ing sun lounge was the ulti-
mate relaxation tonic. 

With a range of Cowshed
toiletries and even a pair of
straighteners supplied, they
seemed to have thought of
everything. 

The hotel’s retro-inspired
main restaurant has a chilled
out atmosphere and the open
view through to the kitchen
allows you to watch as the
chefs prepare your meal. 

The cauliflower soup with its
smooth, creamy texture went
down a treat on a cool evening
in March. 

Alistair chose the slow roast
pork belly for his main and
with an unusual accompani-
ment of pressed pig’s head,
braised lettuce and poached
apple, the fact that he cleared
his plate so quickly said it all.

The waitress recommended I
try the “amazing” chocolate
delice for dessert and she
wasn’t wrong.

When I reached the salted
caramel centre I thought I was
in chocolate heaven. 

We took a brisk walk to
Pentire Point and were so glad

we did when we saw the dra-
matic cliff lined coast. 

On our return we were both
walking on air after enjoying a
full body massage at the
hotel’s Cowshed spa treatment
rooms.

Don’t forget to sample a
cream tea at their Seaside
Restaurant, located beside the
outdoor pool. 

Alistair and I agreed it was
the best we’ve ever tasted.

Breathtaking views
across the marina

Right now the area is gear-
ing up for the launch of Cor-
nish summer time tomorrow —
six weeks earlier than official—
British summer time — to
showcase the naturally early
summer lifestyle in Cornwall.

Our next stop was a two
night stay in a static caravan
at Peter Bull’s Newquay View
resort. 

This immaculate resort is
perfect for families or couples.
There’s even an area set aside
for glamping pods with two
luxury pods being added this
season that will include a
kitchen, shower and toilet.
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The right surf
CAMPING DIVERSITY
EUROCAMP has teamed up with Britain’s Got Talent winners 
Diversity to launch new kids’ clubs and summer dance 
contest. 

Youngsters will be able to create an “ultimate dance move”
video, upload it to the Eurocamp Facebook page and win a 
family a holiday worth up to £1000.

A week at Domaine de Naiades on the French Riviera is 
from £252 for two adults and two children
sharing self-catering accommodation. 

It is close to the beach and just a short boat ride away from
St Tropez. For further information check out 
eurocamp.co.uk

STAYING THERE: Rooms at the St
Moritz Hotel start from £120 a night
B&B, two sharing. 
See stmoritzhotel.co.uk or call
01208 862 242. Three nights at the
Peter Bull Newquay View Resort
from £130 in a static caravan. 
See peterbullresorts.co.uk or call
01637 851851. 
The Penthouse Suite at the Star and
Garter start from £85 per night. See
starandgarter.squarespace.com 
or call 01326 316663. 
MORE INFO: Half day surf lessons
at Blue Surf School start from £30.
See bluesurfschool.co.uk 
For everything that’s happening in
Newquay go to visitnewquay.org

GO: CORNWALL

HIGH 
ROLLERS . . . 

Maureen and 
Alistair in 

surfing gear

BESIDE THE 
SEA . . . 

Maureen at 
beach huts 
at St Moritz
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yourself to a fantastic business-class 
fare with Garuda Indonesia.

London Heathrow to Singapore is 
from just £1,446 return or Bali from as 
little as £1,449 return, including all taxes. 

Special fares to the Indonesian capital
Jakarta can be found on both business 
and first class tickets, with first class 
starting from £2,299 return and busi-
ness class from just £1,439 return. 

Book by May 31 for travel until October
31. See garuda-indonesia.com

lEASTER might
just be over but

Jet2 are already
planning their
christmas shopping
trips to the Big
Apple with three
flights from 
Glasgow to New
York scheduled.

Every year the
special flights sell
out, so get in
quickly to bag your-
self a fabulous trip

to the city that never sleeps, above,
including an extended five-night trip for 
Thanksgiving and Black Friday so you 
can spend even more time to explore.

The holidays feature a range of iconic
3-5H hotels in great New York locations, 
including the popular Yotel New York at 
Times Square and Wellington Hotel. 
Packages start from £879pp or flight 
only options from £399pp. See jet2.com
or jet2citybreaks.com

lGrab a bargain fare to Frankfurt 
from Edinburgh return from £32.39.

See Kiwi.com 

THE UK’s regional airports, including 
our very own Glasgow and Edinburgh, 
are giving London a run for its money 
when it comes to price, popularity and 
pick of destinations. 

Travel deals website Cheapflights’ 
analysed 20 million searches and more 
than 200 different routes and has 
revealed that it doesn’t always pay to fly 
from the Capital. 

When it comes to trips holiday hot-
spots like Malaga, the price difference is 
nearly nothing and if you want to head to 
the Big Apple, 

Scottish holiday-
makers can avoid 
the hassle and 
expense of trekking 
down to London and 
depart from Edin-
burgh instead for just 
£28 more than Lon-
don fares.

If you fancy a dose
of Irish charm, flying 
regional is the defini-
tive winner with 
flights to Dublin from 
10 out of the 13 
regional cities (almost 80 per cent), 
including Glasgow offering better value 
than London.

Andrew Shelton, Managing Director of
Cheapflights, said: “Our fare crunching 
shows that flying from a local airport will 
often only cost a few pounds extra, 
which will be more than offset when you 
factor in the cost of travel to reach Lon-
don and potentially a hotel stay. See 
cheapflights.co.uk

lIF you’re heading to Bali, Jakarta or
Singapore this summer then treat
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There‘s also a 20m indoor pool,
an outdoor pool, two children’s
play areas and a new entertain-
ment room. 

I’d always assumed caravans
would be cramped and cold but
my assumptions were dispelled
when we opened the door and
were hit by the warmth, it was
so cosy we had to turn the heat-
ing down. 

As we looked around the six
berth caravan I was amazed at
the space, it was like Dr Who’s
Tardis! There are plenty of res-
taurants to choose from that are
only a 15 minute drive from the
resort. If you like pizzas we
would recommend Little Italy —
see littleitaly-newquay.com —
which is a small family-run
business.

Owner/chef Sam and his mum
had a smaller place in the area
but were turning away so many
people they had to open a bigger
place. Their pizzas are delicious
and with a great choice of top-
pings you’re sure to find some-
thing you’ll love. For an
upmarket version of traditional
fish and chips you can’t go
wrong with the famous Rick
Stein’s restaurant at Fistral
Beach. — see rickstein.com. This

quirky self-
service res-
taurant has a casual
atmosphere with wooden tables
and benches or bar stools. 

If you’re lucky enough to get a
window seat you can watch the
surfers at Fistral Beach as you
eat — I just hope they weren’t
watching us when we tried it!

The food is served in card-
board trays but the grub is defi-
nitely high end.

The delicate, flaky lemon sole
was coated with the lightest,
crispiest batter. 

It’s the first time I’ve ever
managed to finish a fish supper
it was so good.

Our final stop was a two night
stay at the penthouse suite at the
Star and Garter in Falmouth.
One of two exclusive apartments
above the lovely pub on High
Street, this stunning property
offers a superb base for explor-
ing the area.

The star of the place was the
breathtaking view right across
Falmouth marina, although the
spacious open plan kitchen and
comfortable lounge gave it a run
for its money.

Fresh bread and brownies were
waiting to welcome us with milk,
butter, tea, coffee and sugar all

pro-
vided. The huge bed-
room has a king-size bed and
plenty of hanging and drawer
space and the luxury en-suite
bathroom has a spa bath with
shower. 

Be sure to book a table at
their award-winning restaurant
which offers unique cuisine. 

The friendly and informative
waiting staff are on hand to
make recommendations if you
have difficulty choosing.

We both chose venison for our
main which was served with
artichokes, radish, baby gem and
celeriac, to name but a few of
the accompaniments. 

The unusual combination of
flavours was incredible and the
venison was cooked to perfection.

A chocolate and honey tart
and candied blood orange and
hazelnut semi freddo later, we
were ready to jump into that
bed for a wonderful night’s sleep.

Unfortunately, when we woke it
was time to leave but we will be
back next year.

Cornwall, you really are surf-
ing special.

MAUREEN GRANT
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GLAMPING . . . 

luxury pod and 

Star and Garter 

hotel, above

LUXURY . . . the sprawling St Moritz Hotel


