Saturday, April 12, 2014

1S

l

ILLUMINASIA, the world’s
largest indoor illuminations
experience, opens its doors at
Olympia in Blackpool’s Winter
Gardens on Good Friday.
The attraction, which will be in
Blackpool for three years features
over 35,000 LED bulbs, which will
light up six zones.
The walk-through experience is
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HARRY Potter has topped
a list of children’s book
characters that UK adults would
most like to go on holiday with.
The boy wizard made it into
the top three choices for every
age group according to holiday
rental company Villa Plus.
The poll, carried out in
celebration of International

laid out over 4000 square metres,
and features structures created
from moulded steel framework
covered with coloured silk and lit
in a blend of ancient Chinese
lantern craft and the latest lighting
technology.
Adult admission £12.95//£9.95
for children (3-14 years), 2 & under
go free. See illuminasia.co.uk

Children’s Book Day on April 2,
also revealed Hobbit Bilbo
Baggins and the Famous Five
were prominent choices for
fantasy holiday companions.
Enid Blyton’s much-loved
characters were the third most
popular on the list (eight per
cent), while Roald Dahl’s The
BFG was fourth (six per cent).
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IT’S 34˚C in
Egypt — seven
nights’
all-inclusive in
Sharm El
Sheikh at 5H
Continental Plaza Beach
Hotel is £477pp, leaving
Edinburgh April 26. See
at onthebeach.co.uk or
call 0871 474 3000.

HOT
SPOT

IT’S 20˚C in
Tenerife —
two weeks’
self-catering at
the 3H Las
Piramides Resort in
Playa De Las Americas is
£321pp. Leaving
Glasgow April 15. For
further info see
holidayhypermarket.co.uk

HOT
SPOT
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FASCINATING HISTORY, FAB FOOD AND FRESH AIR IN NEWQUAY
GRAND OLD
TIME . . . the
Headland

GLORIOUS . . . beach

I SAT staring out of
a window in Downton
Abbey
and
gazed down upon
one of the most
stunning
beach
views on the planet.
Well, I didn’t actually
— but that’s what it felt
like.

The vista? Cornwall’s spectacular Fistral Beach. The
venue? Newquay’s grandiose
Headland Hotel.
This place first opened its
doors as a stylish haven to
relax in way back in 1900
and it is steeped in a rich
and fascinating history.
There are few hotels that
can claim to have been a
bolthole to convalesce in for
the Prince of Wales, later
Edward VIII, when he was
recovering
from
mumps
before becoming a film set
for Anjelica Huston in Roald
Dahl’s The Witches in 1987.

Laced with
elegance

But
the
Headland
is
exactly that sort of place,
full of surprising nooks and
crannies and laced with the
elegance and class of a
bygone era.
They also share my love of
dogs and that meant faithful
canine companion Crunchie
the cocker spaniel was a
welcome guest with us
throughout three restful days
to treasure.
Walking down the sweeping staircases to reception I
half
expected
Lord
Grantham to be waiting for
us to tour the estate while
Carson the butler glowered
disapprovingly at my dogwalking attire.
I’d seen pictures of The
Headland
while
doing
research for the trip but
even the most lauded of photographers would struggle to
do
this
setting
justice.

WAG TO GO . . . Iain & Crunchie
Perched on the clifftops, an
imposing and magnificent
building looking down on
the perfect Fistral sands as
the waves crash in from the
Atlantic Ocean.
A sight of savage beauty.
Our time in Newquay had
been planned as rest, long
walks with Crunchie, some
relaxation in the hotel’s
stunning new Headland Spa
and a chance to sample
some mouthwatering Cornish
cuisine.
It didn’t disappoint . . . on
any front. We left the
phones behind and enjoyed
the yomps over the clifftops
and beaches and Crunchie
became a star turn for the

owned beach. Wow. We took
smugglers’ steps down to a
brilliantly-crafted beach hut
setting with a woodburning
stove at its heart.
Their signature dish is Hot
Rocks — hand-cut chips and
a beautiful salad to the side
of a sizzling volcanic rock
heated so you barbecue your
own choice of fish on it.
Swordfish and prawns and
GO:
a chilli dip, devoured.
Lorna savoured her masNEWQUAY
It set the seal on a great
sage and treatments in the
break.
superb new spa that has had
The Headland Hotel currently
We’ll return — with the
so much cash, care and
has a host of packages, including
Headland at Newquay, I
attention lavished on its
three Nights for Two and a
caught the right assigncreation.
Scrumptious Escape. There are also
ment.
The most modern of
stunning self-catering cottages in
IAIN KING
relexation and treatment
the grounds of the Headland.
Spa days start from £65 per
person. See headlandhotel.co.uk.
down-to-earth and friendly
staff on our return.
The hotel’s grand restaurant
is ideal for fine dining or you
can relax on the terrace as I
did with mouthwatering local
fish and chips and a pint of
Korev Cornish lager.

Superb
new spa

areas in the bowels of such a
stately setting? Absolutely perfect. Newquay, like many English seaside resorts, is in the
process of reinvention — with
the Headland and its new spa
as a pinnacle attraction.
One night we ventured out
to the nearby Lusty Glaze
restaurant on a privately-

WON’T COSTA LOT: Seven
nights’ B&B on the Costa Del
Sol at the 4H NH Marbella
Hotel in Marbella is £384 per
person. Leaves Prestwick on
April 29. See onthebeach.
co.uk or call t0871 474 3000
. . . CABANA LAUGH: Seven
nights in the Algarve at the
4H Cabanas Park Resort in
Tavira, is £279 per person.
Price based on self-catering
with flights from Edinburgh
on April 29. See jet2holidays.
com or call 0800 408 5594
. . . OULA SHAKER: Seven
nights’ self-catering in a studio apartment in Corfu at the
3H Oula Maisonettes and
Pool in Kavos is £285 per person. Leaves Glasgow on June
12. See olympicholidays.com
or call 020 8492 6868
. . . KING OF A CASTLE:
Seven nights in Edmond Castle, near Hadrian’s Wall, is
£472 with Cumbrian Cottages.
It has two double bedrooms,
with a deal for Easter rental
starting on April 17, 18, 19 or
20. See cumbrian-cottages.
co.uk or call 01228 599960.
. . . ’VAN TASTIC: A night in
a two-bedroom holiday home
at Castle Point Caravan Site,
Rockcliffe, Dumfriesshire, is
£113 per night. It sleeps six.
See pitchup.com.
. . . VILLAGE PEOPLE: Seven
nights’ all-inclusive in Cyprus
at the 4H Holiday Village Aliathon in Paphos is £620 per
adult, first child travels
from £304 and from
for the secLATE £384
ond. Leaves EdinBREAKS burgh April 20.
See firstchoice.
co.uk or call 0871
200 7799.
. . . ENJOY THE VISTA: Ten
nights’ all-inclusive in Malta at
the 3H Bella Vista in Qawra is
£489 per person. Leaves
Edinburgh on June 3. See
barrheadtravel.co.uk or call
0141 222 2223.
. . . SEIZE THE DAIOS:
Seven nights at the 5H Daios
Cove Luxury Resort and Villas is from £699 per person
with free upgrade to deluze
private pool room and half
board. Price based on
selected dates between April
and October (excluding
August) from various airports.
See inspiredluxuryescapes.
com or call 0800 011 4977.
. . . TURK A BREAK: Seven
nights’ at the 4H Kentia Apartments in Side, Turkey, is
£329 per person. Price based
on self-catering with flights
from Glasgow on May 1. See
thomascook.com or call 0844
412 5970.
. . . HAPPY
CAMPERS:
Three-Day Hire of a Classic
VW Camper Van to enjoy on
the open roads in the UK is
£330. See Buyagift.com
. . . MAJORCA CORKER:
Seven nights’ half board at
the 4H Luabay La Cala in
Cala Mayor, Majorca, is £386
per person. Price includes
flights from Edinburgh on
April 19. See thomson.co.uk
or call 0871 230 2555.

