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Newquay is more than a surfer’s paradise
As we are neither surfer
dudes nor young enough to
be on a rite of passage,
Newquay might not at first
have seemed to be a good
destination for a weekend
away.
However, my husband and
I were soon to discover that
this popular destination has
more to offer than surfing
and body boarding.
We were booked into the
4 star Atlantic Hotel which
is set in ten acres of its own
headland. With spectacular
views across the ocean, it is
perched on towering cliffs
high above Newquay.
Our room with panoramic
sea views was the size of a
small apartment with
absolutely - and I do mean
absolutely - everything you
could possibly need for a
luxurious stay.
There was a giant bed,
large plasma TV, a sofa,
desk, and table and chairs.
The spacious bathroom had
a shower, free standing bath,
fluffy bathrobes and
slippers.
In addition to indoor and
outdoor swimming pools,
there are two private saunas
and a thermal spa bath.
Spoiled for choice at
breakfast, we also enjoyed
two evening meals in the
Silks Bistro.
Starters included moules
mariniere, crab cakes,
Caesar salad and goats
cheese pannacotta. Chicken

Silks Bistro at The Atlantic Hotel. MB Photo

supreme wrapped in Serrano
ham, confit of duck leg and
pan fried seabass, were just
three of the main courses on
offer.
Afternoon tea is also
served and sandwiches are
available throughout the
day.
The staff couldn’t do too
much for us and the waiters
were very knowledgeable
when it came to wine!
Newquay, with its palm
trees at every turn, is a great
place for walkers, with
numerous clifftop pathways,
not to mention miles and
miles of sandy beaches - not
just for watersports but for
sunbathers too.

A visit to the zoo
Love them or hate them,
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there aren’t too many zoos
around these days.
However, well worth a
visit is Newquay Zoo where
you pay once and can visit
every day for a week!
A conservation and
education charity, the zoo
which is set in lush subtropical gardens, is home to
more than 1,000 of the
world’s rarest creatures.
In addition to the African
Savannna where you can see
black wildebeest, zebra and
antelope, there are lots of
cute little creatures such as
meerkats, penguins and
otters. And if you arrive at
the right time you can even
help to feed animals such as
the macaques.
However, we had to laugh
at the sign on the lions’ cage
which advised people to be
aware that the animals might
bite! A case of English
understatement.
The zoo is adjacent to
Trenance Gardens and
Trenance Leisure Park.

smuggler’s haven, find out
about the legend of King
Arthur, have a glimpse at
the lost land of Lyonnesse
and go in search of Captain
Blackbeard.
Great stuff and hugely
enjoyable.
Other attractions include
the Bluereef Aquarium at
Town Promenade and
Holywell Fun Park at
Holywell Bay, the Lappa
Valley Steam Railway and
the new Lighthouse cinema.
Art8, Newquay's Arts and
Culture Festival takes place
from 1st to 4th May.
Our weekend away was
organised by Newquay BID
(Business Improvement
District).
● For everything that’s
happening in Newquay go

to: http://
www.visitnewquay.org.
● For accommodation and
restaurant details at the
Atlantic Hotel visit –
http://
atlantichotelnewquay.co.uk.
● Newquay Zoo is at
Trenance Avenue, TR7
1AA, telephone 01637
878650.
http://
www.newquayzoo.org.uk.
● The Pirate’s Quest is at
22, Saint Michael’s Road,
TR7 IRA. Tel 01637
873379,
http://piratesquest.co.uk/.
Marilyn Barber
For more photos see
www.blackmorevale.co.uk.

The golden age of
piracy comes to life
at Pirate’s Quest.

Meerkats at Newquay Zoo
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The infamous Captain
Calico Jack takes groups of
people on a swashbuckling
voyage through Cornwall’s
pirating past - a journey that
is both informative and at
times scary.
Adults and children visit a
(BVSA)

Captain Calico Jack with a group of visitors viewing a
piece of history. MB Photo
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